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the English think as we do. One of their remarkable
men (not included in their Assembly of Notables) writes
thus:

" ' To ascertain better and better what the will of the Eternal
was and 5s with us, what the laws of the Eternal are, all Parlia-
ments. Ecumenic Councils, Congresses, and other Collective Wis-
doms, have had this for their object......Nevertheless, in the

inexplicable universal votings and debatings of these Ages, an idea
or rather a dumb presumption to the contrary has gono idly
abroad; and at this day, over extensive tracts of the world, poor
human beings are to be found, whose practical belief it is that if

we " vote " this or that, so this or that will thenceforth le.....

Practically, men have come to imagine that the Laws of this Uni-
verse, like the laws of constitutional countries, are decided by
voting. ... It is an idle fancy. The Laws of this Universe, of
which if the Laws of England are not an exact transcript, they
should passionately study to become such, are fixed by the ever-
lasting congruity of things, and are not fixable or changeable by
"voting!"'

" But I find that, contemptuously disregarding all such
protests, the English legislators persevere in their hyper-
atheistic notion, that an Act of Parliament duly enforced
by State-officers, will work out any object: no question be-
ing put whether Laws of Nature permit. I forgot to ask
whether they considered that different kinds of food could
be made wholesome or unwholesome by State-decree.

" One thing that struck me, was the curious way in
which the members of their House of Commons judge of
each others' capacities. Many who expressed opinions of
the crudest kind, or trivial platitudes, or worn-out super-
stitions, were very civilly treated. Follies as great as
that but a few years since uttered by one of their minis-
ters, who said that free trade was contrary to common
sense, were received in silence. But I was present when
one of their number, who as I thought was speaking very